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The 12th Annual High School Senior Day was held 
on October 11, 2017 which hosted a total of 1,486 
high school senior students and school counselors 
on our campus. We highlighted many of PC’s wonderful 
services and programs through 15 different seminars 
throughout the campus. Students were able to win 
one of the ten donated items by attending three 
of these seminars. Our 10 donated items were:  6 
laptops from the PC Foundation; 1 laptop by PC staff 
and faculty; 1 laptop by Walmart Distribution Center; 
2 blue tooth speakers by Bank of the Sierra and 
Family Health Care Network and a Health Education 
backpack donated by Sierra 
View Medical Center. 

Porterville College gratefully 
thanks the participation of the 
PC Staff and Faculty, the PC 
Foundation, and many of our 
local community sponsors to 
make this event a memorable 
success for the attending high 
school seniors again this year. 

2017 High School Senior Day - October 11, 2017

PC President Bill Henry with Magnet 
Academy senior who won one of 6 
donated laptops.



              
Porterville College Awarded Hispanic Serving Institution Grant

              
Stand With Porterville College DACA Students

Pictured below is one of the two  “flash mob” events 
October 23, 2017 when  Porterville College faculty, 
staff, administrators and students showed up to stand 
with PC DACA Students.  Each sign reads:
“I represent a PC DACA Student.”  One goal was to 
visibly represent the estimated 100+ DACA students 
currently enrolled at Porterville College.  Between the 
two events over 200 members of the PC family 
participated in representing our DACA students. 

Also last week, faculty staffed a table at which over 
400 members of the campus community wrote 
postcards to Congressman Kevin McCarthy requesting 
that Congress extend the DACA Program (set to end 
in March 2018) and provide a pathway to citizenship 
for the Dreamers. (Our goal is 500, so if you have not 
yet signed a postcard and would like to, please let me 
know.)  These cards, along with pictures of our two 
‘flash mobs,” will be hand delivered to Cole Karr (Field 
Representative for Congressman Kevin McCarthy) 
when he visits Porterville College on November 3rd 
to discuss the DACA program with representatives of 
our campus.  

Thanks to all  of those who participated in last week’s 
“DACA Awareness and Advocacy Week”—and espe-
cially those who came out to stand with our PC DACA 
students. They have earned our support.

Story & Photo by Ann Marie Wagstaff
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For more information, Porterville College contact:  
Name: Sam Aunai 
Title: Vice President of Instruction 
Phone:  (559) 791-2320 
Email:   sam.aunai@portervillecollege.edu. 

Porterville College Awarded Hispanic Serving Institution Grant 

Federal grant supports college’s teacher education pathway program for San Joaquin 
Valley 

Porterville, CA, November 2, 2017 — Porterville College has received a $2.4 million, five-year grant 
from the Department of Education to establish a teacher education program and expand academic 
programs. The award, part of the highly competitive Title V Developing Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
(DHSI) Program, is one of 20 issued this year. 
 
The DHSI Program is designed to improve student services, including innovative and customized 
instruction courses designed to retain students and move the students into core courses; articulation 
agreements and student support programs designed to facilitate the transfer of students from two-year 
to four-year institutions; and providing education, counseling services. Also, the grant provides 
resources to enhance distance learning academic instruction. 
 
 “Implementing a new degree to increase students transferring to teacher credentialing programs will 
have a tremendous impact on the San Joaquin Valley. This grant will strengthen the institutional 
capacity of Porterville College to assist underprepared students and strengthen our local workforce,” 
said Bill Henry, Interim President.  

 
Porterville College will use the award to improve student enrollment and transfer pathways. The grant 
will foster protocols that increase academic success of online distance education students. Additionally, 
the funding will expand tutoring, mentoring, and applied learning practices outside of the classroom 
setting.  
 
About Porterville College  

Porterville College, established in 1927, is in the city of Porterville and is a part of the Kern 
Community College District. The 60-acre campus enrolls more than 4,000 students each semester. In 
the San Joaquin Valley, the college is closely linked to its local agricultural community and has 
developed internships and work-study programs to allow students to acquire practical knowledge of 
the industry. 
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On September 8, 2017 family, 
friends, Porterville College 
colleagues and colleagues from a 
32 plus years in education, 
gathered to celebrate Dr. Rosa 

Flores Carlson retirement from 
Porterville College. 

Dr. Carlson came to PC in 2006 
becoming the 8th president. PC 
Retiree Monte Moore was the 
Master of Ceremonies at the eduction 
themed dinner event. Notable 
speakers were: KCCD Board of 
Trustees memeber John Corkins; 
KCCD Chancellor Tom Burke; Dr. 
Kamiran Badrkhan, retired President 
of College of the Sequoias who 
came from Arizona to wish her well 
(Dr. Badrkhan was President when 
Rosa was VP, Instruction); PC VP 
Student Services (turned Veterans 
Resource Center Counselor) and 
PC Retiree Steve Schultz who is 
always up for a ‘roasting’ of Rosa; 
PC Foundation President Paula 
Job, who also presented Rosa with 
a beautiful glass sculpture in the 

college colors on behalf of 
the Foundation, and PC Interim 
President Bill Henry.

Pictured left is an adorable replica 
of Rosa ‘bobblehead’ that PC retir-
ee’s Richard and Ginny 
Osborne had especially made and 
presented to her that evening.

              
PC Honors Retired President Dr. Rosa Flores Carlson

              
Phi Theta Kappa Students are Beginning a New Academic Year

On Friday’s at noon, our honor 
students come together to discuss 
leadership opportunities, scholarships, 
community service projects, and 
how to can help fellow students 
on campus. The mission of Phi 
Theta Kappa is to recognize 
academic achievement of college
students and to provide opportunities 
for them to grow as scholars and 
leaders.
 
A few benefits offered to our 
students in an effort to develop 
well-rounded successful scholars 
include leadership training, 
conferences, interaction with other 
high achieving students across the 
state and nation, introduction to 
soft skills, providing an academic 
social network, research opportunities 
with the Porterville College PTK 
Research Team, and scholarship 
workshops on campus.

Phi Theta Kappa students 
gathered to exchange ideas on 
how they can impact our campus 
culture and the Porterville community. 
The four hallmarks of Scholarship, 
Leadership, Service, and Fellowship 
form the basis of Phi Theta Kappa. 
Our Phi Theta Kappa honor students 
work diligently each semester 
to develop these hallmarks and 
integrate them into their daily lives. 
During the first orientation meeting, 
PTK Faculty Advisors Kendra 
Haney and Sherie Burgess 
opened with a video entitled “I was 
Told…”. The video highlights several 
students who were told they would 
never leave their home town, 
couldn’t afford a college education, 
or no one in their family goes to 
college. This message is experienced 
by many of our students here in 
Porterville. The Phi Theta Kappa 
organization strives to provide 

support and opportunities for
personal and professional 
development. The Phi Theta Kap-
pa students are here to 
change their personal story and 
discover how they can change 
their life.

Story & Photos by Kendra Haney and Sherie Burgess



Strengthening Our Community Through  
Excellence in Education by Dr. Arlitha Harmon, Vice President of Administrative Services 

 

For more than 90 years, Porterville College has been 
dedicated to student success. The 90th Anniversary Gala 
on Saturday, October 14, celebrated years of educational 
excellence and meaningful civic engagement. Also, the 
event highlighted PC’s ongoing efforts to foster positive 
change and provide work based learning opportunities.  

 
Porterville College Choir performing the college alma mater 

 
The campus Quad was transformed into a night under 
the stars through special lighting and effects. Wine 
tasting provided by Cacciatore Fine Wines and Olive Oil 
Corp. PC’s and Harmony High School’s performances 
showcased the rich musical traditions of the local area. 
“The anniversary celebration offered a platform to 
display the synergy of Porterville’s musical community”, 
stated Music Professor Sarah Rector. 

New buildings, new grounds, and new faces have added to the life of an 
institution that had a solid beginning (courtesy of Jeff Edwards Photography). 

Additionally, the Gala paid homage to the prolific campus 
history through featuring a compendium of inspiring 
stories and reflections from faculty and alumni. The PC 
Stories Project offered members of the community an 

opportunity to record and share personal stories relating 
to their or family’s experience with the college. 
Spotlighting the institution’s far-reaching influence on 
the community and region was highlighted in a 
commemorative edition of The Log yearbook (available 
for purchase at www.portervillecollege.edu). 

 
Bakersfield College’s Culinary Arts Program (under the direction of Chef Pat 

Coyle) assisted by Monache and Burton Horizon culinary arts students 
catered the event. 

 

 

Proclamations from Senator Andy Vidak, Assemblyman 
Devon Mathis, and City of Porterville recognized this 
milestone in PC’s long history. The Gala launched a 
centennial celebration archiving program to continue the 
historical preservation process for the 100th Anniversary 
in 2027. 

To view the PC Stories Project and 90th Gala video 
(documented by Granite Hills High School Multimedia Pathway students), 

please visit 
https://www.portervillecollege.edu/90th. 
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